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CHAPTER II
ORAL HISTORY OF SELMA MARONDE

ANITA:

Today is November 3, 1989.

This is Anita Elliott.

I am here with Selma Maronde in my home in Russell,
Kansas, to talk with her about her experiences in a
one-room schoolhouse.

Selma, your teaching career

began back in 1927 in a one-room country schoolhouse
and spanned over 47 years until you retired from
full-time teaching in 1975.

Today, I 1 d like you to

think back to the time when you were the only teacher
in a one-room schoolhouse.

How many years did you

teach in a one-room schoolhouse and which schools
did you teach in?
SELMA:

I taught three years in one-room schoolhouses--in

Rockridge, District 72, and Center, District 63.
ANITA:

You told me earlier that you considered Rockridge

School to have been a unique country school and that
you wanted to share your experiences of teaching
there.

Would you describe Rockridge School inside

and outside, with as much detail as possible?
SELMA:

Yes, I'd be glad to, Anita, because I really

think I'll always remember Rockridge as being one
of the most wonderful places that I ever taught.
Now it wasn't because of the fine building we had,
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but it was because of the experiences that I had
there and then the people with whom I had to work.
You just think with me for a minute.

To get to

Rockridge, you'd go a mile east of Gorham and turn
north and go about four miles north.

You know, my

first trip there I kept looking around, wondering
where that schoolhouse was, because I didn't see
many buildings of any kind.
along side of the road.

There was one farmhouse

But it wasn't long before

I saw my school on the left-hand side of the road
in the very corner of a field.
building.

It was a boxcar type

It was a rectangular, wooden building

with a small entry way on the east side.

There were

windows on the north and south sides of the building.
This building was on a plot of ground that was
nothing but rocks and gravel--no trees or grass.

In

other words, it was a barren-looking place except
for the schoolhouse.

To me, it really looked beautiful

because that was going to be my first job.
when I got there, I went up to the door.

Well,
There were

two steps, and on one side of the steps was a foot
scraper.

In muddy weather, there were more fights

over that mud scraper because everyone had mud on
their shoes, whether it was a little bit or a whole
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lot.

Anyway, it was there and was always used when

needed.

When you opened the door and looked in the

entry way, I can still see over on the north side,
a low bench with a water bucket on it, the one and
only dipper in it, and a wash basin with some soap.
And, as I remember, there was an old mirror on the
wall.

It wasn't very fancy, but it took care of

our needs.

Then there was a bucket underneath the

bench to put the wastewater in .

When that bucket

was about full, the boys loved to take it out and
empty it, splashing water whenever they could.

If

it was wintertime, the boys would pour it out as
close to the building as they could, because by
the time they got out of school, the water would
have frozen over, and it made a nice skating place.
Then there was a big box in one corner that we kept
our coal in because we had to bring in coal from
a little building outside of the schoolhouse.

There

was also a box that we put our wastepaper in because
that wastepaper would be used to start fires.

There

was a row of nails on one wall where we hung our
coats and a shelf for our lunch pails.

In those

days, your lunch pail was either a half-gallon or
gallon syrup bucket.

You know, they bought syrup
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in buckets with a lid and a bail.

If you were the

only one needing a lunch, you'd have the half-gallon
bucket.

Now if there were two or three children in

a family, they'd have a gallon bucket.
stayed there unless it was real cold.

Those lunches
Then we'd

have to put them inside the schoolroom to keep
them from freezing.
ANITA:

So, in other words, if there were several children

in one family they all shared the same bucket.
SELMA:

Yes.

That's right.

And they shared it willingly,

most of the time--if all the sandwiches were the
same size or i f all the apples were the same size.
If not, there might be a little trouble.
Then you opened the door and you looked into
the school room.

And very vividly, you'd be looking

to the west end, which would be the front end of
our schoolroom.
front.

There was a blackboard across the

Now it wasn't slate.

It was just some kind

of big heavy paper that was painted black.

And

above that was the alphabet in big letters--oh, I'd
say about five or six inches tall.

Above that were

pictures of Abe Lincoln and George Washington.

And,

of course, right in the middle of this room was a
big, old black pot-bellied stove that set on a zinc
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platform.
square.

I imagine that it was about five feet
The platform was always kept real clean.

Not only did we try to keep it clean for looks, but
when it was real cold, many mittens would be lying
there to dry out or to get warm.

Sometimes we'd

even put our overshoes there to warm them up.

This

stove had a lid on the top of it and we had a
teakettle that we could heat water in up there.

Now

as I think back, that was kind of a humidifier, too,
but we didn't think about that in those days.

It

was nice to have warm water when you had to wash
your hands and had to go out in the cold entry way
to do it.

And, of course, a heating stove was such

a good piece of furniture .

We kept it polished and

cleaned the best we could.

When it was real cold,

we'd often sit around the stove to eat our lunches.
There were two rows of double desks, one on each
side of the stove.

The windows had curtains that

came half-way down and were made out of a thin
curtain material.

They each had a window shade that

might not be in such good shape, but they were still
hanging there!

Well, there was a map of the United

States on ·the wall .

It didn't look very good, but

we wiped it off the best we could.

There was also

9

a picture of a skeleton on the wall because some
of the classes had to take physiology and learn the
parts of the body.

We had a globe, and really, that

was about all of the equipment we had.

We had

erasers and chalk, of course, and then we had some
shelves in the back of the room where we kept our
books and other things.
You might wonder what kind of a floor we had.
Oh those boards were awful rough!

They really were,

and to sweep them--that was a job that was part of
our cleaning job.

Oh, yes, and then in the front

of the room below the blackboard was a platform.

I

imagine it might have been about ten inches high .
On this platform was where my desk sat .

It was a

very common , ordinary desk, but it was my first one
and I really thought it was something.
was very ordinary, too.

The chair

Right down in front of

this platform was the recitation bench.

When you

called the second grade reading class, they all came
up and sat on that bench.

It didn't matter whom

you were teaching, it was done on that recitation
bench.

We didn't have any musical instruments .

Outside of that, I think that was all we had in our
classroom.

Out in the entry way, though, I forgot
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to tell you, you'd find a broom, a mop, and some
pans in a corner, because they all got used every
week.

Well, some of them every day.

ANITA:

Who was in charge of using them?

SELMA:

Well, there was one person that was in charge and

that was the teacher.

You delegated the work to be

done, but you were the one that had to see that
everything was done.
ANITA:

So you were the janitor, too?

SELMA:

I was the janitor then, too.

That's right.

I

think I've told you pretty much about what the inside
of the building looked like.

Now we did have a

couple more small buildings outside of the main
school.

Those were the two relief stations.

ANITA:

What is a relief station?

SELMA:

Well, maybe you would understand if I said they

were outdoor toilets.
ANITA:

Sounds familiar.

SELMA:

That's what they were.

boys and one for the girls.

There was one for the
At Rockridge they had

two large seats and one small one.

There was a half

moon cut on the side of the building.
ventilation.

That was for

They were very crude, but they did

take care of their needs.

It would be nothing at

11

all to be out on the playground playing or to have
a child go to the relief station, but what they'd
come running out shouting, "Oh, Miss Maronde, those
bugs are after us again. 11

I don't know why, but

the wasps loved to build nests in the corner of
those buildings and we'd have to take care of those,
too.

Of course, there were certain duties that went

with those relief stations when you think about the
care of them.
a natural well.

Now I remember, Rockridge didn't have
We had a hole in the ground and

the men had to haul in our water.
ANITA:

What was the length of the school day and school

year?
SELMA:

The school day would begin at nine and end at

four.

For the school year in the early days, there

were eight-month schools and nine-month schools.
The reason there were not many nine-month schools
when I started teaching was that the older boys had
to often help with farm work in the fall and in the
early spring.

Another reason was that there was

not enough money to pay for nine-months of teaching.
ANITA:

So the year that you taught at Rockridge, it was

an eight-month school.
SELMA:

Yes, it was an eight-month school.
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ANITA:

Would you describe a typical school day?

SELMA:

Yes.

After we got to our places, we had the flag

salute and sang "America" or "The Star Spangled
Banner," the best we could.
piano.

We had no organ or

It took all year to learn those songs, and

some of the children still didn't know them.
Sometimes, I would read to the students for just a
few minutes, but I read to them more when we came
in from the playground at noon because that's when
they really needed a few minutes to quiet down.
Now you probably wonder, "What did you read?"
Black Beauty was one of the most welcomed books
that we had.

We did have Louise May Alcott's books,

Little Men and Little Women.

Those were favorites

of theirs, too.
Well, you know, I had to have my work organized
before I started the day because I might be working
with the first graders and here sat all the rest of
them thinking, "What are we going to do?"
knew what they had to do.

Everybody

There were always spelling

lessons that needed to be done.

There were different

things, like learning the multiplication tables,
that they had to work on.

They could be doing

that while I was helping someone.

Many times I
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liked to work with some of my older students
first, so that they could get their work done and
help some of these younger students.
We had a fifteen minute recess and our noon
hour.

Of course, during our noon hour everybody

had to wash their hands.
together.

Then we ate our lunch

We didn't eat outdoors a lot.

We ate at

our desks, or in the wintertime, we sat on the floor
around the stove and ate.

That was kind of fun.

Now then, you probably are thinking,
what they had to eat?"

"I'm wondering

Well, one of the best, the

most used kind of sandwich was syrup.

One bread

was soaked with white syrup and then you put another
piece of bread on it and cut it just like we do a
ham sandwich today.

They didn't use meat in their

sandwiches, but there might be a piece of sausage
or rabbit, or whatever particular kind they had.
But, they'd have a piece of meat.
had an apple.

Many times they

And I had (laughing) one boy in the

fall who always brought a cucumber that was not
peeled.

I was so glad when the cucumber season was

over, because Victorinus would eat his syrup sandwich
and his cucumber, peeling and all.

Then we'd go

outdoors to play and it was always a good game of
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baseball, regardless of how hot it was, and by the
time we came in, everybody's face was beet red and
you'd be so hot.

Well , that's when I thought they

needed to be read to.

My dear little Victorinus

put his head down on the desk, and pretty soon he'd
look up at me and say, "Oh , Miss Maronde, I'm sick."
And sick he was, and outdoors he'd go!

It all

came from that cucumber and those syrup sandwiches,
because when the cucumber season was over we didn't
have any more of that.

Sometimes, they might have

a cookie in their lunch pail , but oh boy, they did
have the sandwiches .

As I said, after we'd eaten

our lunch, we'd go out to play.

Baseball was the

best thing, but we played a lot of other games, too.
We'd play Drop the Handkerchief , and Pom-Pom-PullAway, and Three Deep.

Those were good games.

Sometimes the girls would get to choose what they
wanted to play.

Some days, the boys could.

It

kind of depended on the discipline during the day.
ANITA:

Did you have a certain length of time for the

noon hour?
SELMA:

We had an hour from twelve to one.

After I read

to them, I always had reading for the younger
children because they had to learn to read.

I don't
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know just how the program went.
toward the end of the day.
the afternoon, too.

Spelling was usually

We'd have a recess in

Of course, when four o'clock

came, we had to do our janitorial work.
tidy up.

We had to

The boys would have to bring in coal if

it was wintertime, empty the water pail, and do
things like that.

Their folks would be there in

their wagons and horses or their buggies and horses
to pick them up.
school.

Some of them had to walk to

I know one family that had about three

miles to walk.
ANITA:

Is that the farthest distance away that the

students had to walk?
SELMA:

That did walk, yes.

ANITA:

How far away did the other students live?

SELMA:

Oh, I'd say at least six miles.

them 1 i ved a bit farther than that.
hard to tell.

Maybe some of
It was kind of

Really that just about took care of

our day, except for Friday.

Would you like me to

tell you about Friday?
ANITA:

Go ahead.

SELMA:

That was a little bit different.

In the morning

and part of the afternoon we did our usual work,
but on Friday afternoon the relief stations had to
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be scrubbed, lime had to be put into them, and the
doors had to be shut real tight over the weekend.
There was a lean-to on one of the relief stations
where the extra coal was kept.

We always had a

little pile of kindling in there.

They'd have to

bring in kindling wood and the two coal buckets had
to be filled.

That schoolroom had to be swept, and

swept well, on Friday, too.
Another thing that they loved to do was dust
the erasers.

There'd usually be two of them that

got to do that.

They'd go outside, and the dust

really flew.

They could not dust them against the

schoolhouse.

When they came in, I didn't know just

who they were because it was more fun hitting
somebody in the face or on the back.

That was one

activity they really fought over getting to do
because they had so much fun doing it.

Then they

set those erasers very neatly upright on the chalkboards.
They got to pick up all of the little pieces of
chalk,

and

if the chalk was real little, maybe

they'd get to keep them.

There wouldn't be too

much chalk put out on the chalkboard tray.

I really

don't know why, but it seemed to disappear quite
easily, so I think that probably was the reason.
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There were to be no papers left out in the yard
because the road went right by the school, and we
didn't want people to think we weren't good housekeepers.
ANITA:

You mentioned math and you mentioned reading

and spelling.

What were some of the other subjects

that you taught?
SELMA:

Physiology.

those students.

That was kind of rough for some of
They had to learn the parts of the

brain, and about the circulation of the body.

It

wasn't such a hard subject, but it was if you
couldn't read well.

We also had a bit of geography.

Oh, another thing we did many times on Friday
was to have a spell down or a ciphering down.

A

ciphering down was where two students would go to
the board and they'd tell you what problem they
wanted--whether it was addition or subtraction or
whatever.

Of course, the one that got them right

got to stay there and he got to choose someone to
come up to be his partner.
do.

Well, you know what he'd

If a seventh grader was there, he'd try to

choose some little third grader to come up.

But

some of those younger ones in the third and fourth
grade could outdo those seventh and eighth graders,
so that came to a natural stop.

We didn't have
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spell downs with other schools, however, in later
years some of the teachers did have.
enough time getting to school.

We had a hard

Really there weren't

any schools near us that we could do things like
that with .

We sang.

I told you that.

We sang

"Old MacDonald," and "Corning Through the Rye," and
of course,
ANITA:

11

America."

You mentioned in the beginning when you were

describing the schools, some of the things you had
around the room.

Were there any other teaching

aids available?
SELMA:

We had a frame with a wire across it and some

beads on it that taught them to count.
teaching aids you didn't have.

Oh no,

We had a globe, and

if you had any other things, you made them yourself,
like a bingo set for word recognition and things
like that, but no, and games--no because they just
did not have the money to buy things.
ANITA:

Your school district did not have the money

available.
SELMA:

That's right.

ANITA:

What were some of the teaching methods that you

used?
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SELMA:

Well, for my six little beginners, I had to use

a lot of pictures.
pictures.

I'd print the words below the

You're going to say, "How can you do

that when they can't talk English? "
were taught words like bake
show them what bake meant.
ANITA:

Okay.

because you could
Follow me?

You said that you had some students that

could not talk English.
SELMA:

First, they

German.

What did they speak?

They talked German.

And (laughing) I

could understand them pretty well and I tried to
answer them.

They'd look at me with a look that

said, "I don't know what you're talking about."
had to do that same thing with them.

I

We had to do

a lot of guessing, Anita, to what one another was
talking about.

But when you talk about learning

words, I taught them nouns that you could show them
and verbs, you know, the action words that you could
really show, so they'd have something to grasp and
remember.

Really, other methods, like math, you

did a lot of counting with blocks.

We did have

some blocks, or just bits of colored paper that
you cut up into squares.
learn colors, too.

That was another way to

But you know, when you had

students like that, everyone was almost different.
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You had to try so many, many different things.

A

lot of the teaching had to be something they could
see, especially for these little German children.
If you wanted to show them what "two" was, you had
to put two fingers up or two blocks, and then print
the word "two."

The Readers had words in the back

of them for the older students.

You tried to teach

them those words so they could read.
Now, I want to tell you how we got our books .
Today, you know, we'd go to the bookstore or some
place and buy the books.

The textbooks were put

out by the State of Kansas in those days and they
came to the County Superintendent's Office.

So,

you had to go to the County Superintendent's Office
and say, "I need 5 fifth grade and 3 seventh grade
readers," or whatever you might need.

Sometimes

the Superintendent would bring those books out
to the schools if she knew how many you needed.
That was the way we got our books.

At the end

of the year, we took those books back to the
County Superintendent.

If we thought next year

there'd be, for example, 4 fourth graders in
reading who went on to fifth grade, we'd save some
of the fifth grade books back.

You had to kind of
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work that out according to the number of students
that you had.

We didn't have teacher's guides like

we have today.

You were the guide.

ANITA:

So you had the same book as the student?

SELMA:

Oh, yes.

That's right.

But you know, as I think

back through those teaching days, I wonder sometimes,
really, how those chi l dren learned anything with
what we had to work with in comparison to what we
have today.

I think maybe we have too many things

today because I know they can learn with less.

I

know they can, but it's a struggle.
ANITA:

Were competency tests taken for promotion purposes?

SELMA:

Oh, you were the decider whether a child should

go on to another grade.

The County Superintendent

had tests that an eighth grader was to take, and
they had to get a passing grade on those.

I had

some in the eighth grade, but they were not ready
to take the test.

If you did have, there would be

several schools go to one school and these students
would come there and take those tests.

But as far

as promotion went, you were the one who decided
that.

However, there was an interesting thing about

promotion in the early days.

Today parents make

such a fuss over having a child retained, but those
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parents were very understanding.

Oh, they didn't

want their child promoted if you didn't think they
really needed to be.

And, you would have thought,

maybe, they would have been the other way because
so many of those students were older anyway.

Those

people, as I have said, lived in the horse and
buggy days, and they had horse and buggy ways.

By

that I mean they didn't have any broad teaching.
That was one of your challenges, not only to help
the students, but to help the parents to have a
broader vision of education.
ANITA:

Selma, what was the usual age a child began

school?
SELMA:

They usually started when they were six years old.

Maybe you might have one that would be seven, but
that was very seldom.
ANITA:

What was the average number of years that a

student spent in school?
SELMA:

Well, see, when they were 16, they could quit.

So there weren't too many of those early ones that
I had that went to the eighth grade because when
they reached 16 that was it!
the child's decision.

Now that wasn't only

So often, the parents really

needed those children at home.
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ANITA:

So just because there were grades one through

eight, it didn't mean that they spent eight years
in school?
SELMA:

No.

Some of them might spend nine.

it all depended on the individual.
grew up, they were grown men.

You know,

When those boys

You know, when they

reached a certain age, it just seemed like, well,
school was over for them.
ANITA:

You said you didn't have anyone that graduated

from eighth grade to go on to high school.
SELMA:

No.

ANITA:

If someone did grad uate from the eighth grade at

Rockridge School, where would they go on to high
school?
SELMA:

Probably to Gorham .

ANITA:

Did they have a graduation exercise for them?

SELMA:

They didn't then.

In later years they did have,

and they came into Russell, but in the horse and
buggy days, they didn't have an exercise.
ANITA:

Were there some rules of the school that you had

back in the early days that were different from
today?
SELMA:

Well, there was one rule.

suppose to teach.

A married woman wasn't

If you got married, that was it.
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Later on, a man and a wife couldn't teach in the
same school.
ANITA:

Were there any rules that applied to the students?

SELMA:

No, not really.

I tell you the parents gave you

to understand that when they brought their children,
they said, "You teach them, and they'd better not
give you any trouble, and if they do, you let me
know," and how they did stick to that, too!

That

would be a rule between the parents and the child.
Boy, if a child got into trouble, they said, "Don't
tell my dad."

But, other than that, no.

Sure,

they didn't want their child mistreated, but as far
as saying you can't do this or you can't do that to
them, no.
ANITA:

How were discipline problems handled in the

classroom?
SELMA:

We had some, of course.

You don't put children

in a group and not have them.
many.

But we didn't have

Another thing, if you had to discipline a

child, you were disciplining the whole school
because we were just like one big family.
was no smoking.
worry about.

There

There were no drugs or things to

Sometimes the language got a little

difficult, but it didn't take long to settle that
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down, especially among the older boys.

But you

kind of expected that.
ANITA:

What was the dress and overall appearance of the

students?
SELMA:

Well, they were always clean--that I want to

emphasize.

They didn't have many clothes, but they

were always clean.

The little girls just wore common,

everyday gingham dresses.

In the wintertime, they'd

have maybe a sweater to wear over their dress.

The

boys wore little bib overalls and a cotton shirt
with long sleeves.
that they wore.

Usually they had a little hat

Of course, when it got cold, they

had warmer things to wear on their heads and they
usually had gloves.

Maybe the little boys would

have cotton gloves, like men's work gloves.

Their

clothes were real common, but they were always
clean.
ANITA:

Where did you live while you were teaching at

Rockridge?
SELMA:

I lived in Gorham with my brother.

He would take

me out to the country where I stayed with a family
near the school.

I would go out on Sunday evening

and my brother would come and get me Friday evening.
The place where I stayed was kind of down over a hill.
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I so well remember one cold day.
out.

School was

The parents came and got their children.

It

wasn't snowing or anything and I had work that I
wanted to get done before I went home.
would always want to take me home.

The people

"We'll take you

home tonight." I said, "No." I had warm clothes and
I said, "I'll walk."

Well, everyone had gone, and

I tell you, the wind changed and it started snowing.
So I started home.

I got cold.

I got so cold that

I got on the warm side of a haystack and I sat
down.

You know, something told me I'd better get

up and get moving because I was about to go to sleep.
I'd gotten warm, you know, and if I'd have stayed
there I would have frozen to death.

But I got up,

went on, and finally made it down the hill.

I

never tried that again.
ANITA:

Did you pay the people room and board?

SELMA:

Yes.

ANITA:

You were talking about walking home from school.

A dollar a day.

Today, people don't think about walking home in cold
weather for just a short distance, let alone walking
home several miles.

How did this affect you?

you get a cold from it?

Did

27

SELMA:

No .

I can assure you that when I got home I was

tired, and I was cold all the way through my body,
it seemed.

Ordinarily, you'd think I'd get a good

cold from it.

But I didn't, and I think there was

one reason for that.

I was used to exercise and

being out in all kinds of weather.
to be, in those days.
to get it warmer.

A teacher had

You didn't turn up the thermostat

You had to go out sometimes and

even bring in coal by yourself, if some of the older
boys weren't there.
to do with it.

I think diet, too, had a lot

I ate good, wholesome food .

was no snacking or anything like that.

There

I just think

I was more acclimated to a good, healthy body then.
ANITA:

I read in the Russell Record where scarlet fever

was prevalent in Russell County during January of
1928.
SELMA:

Did it affect Rockridge School?

No. We never had an epidemic in our school.

Our

students would have colds, just like ordinary students
would.

But to have an epidemic, a bad epidemic, no.

There was a good reason for that, and if you would
have been to school , you would have understood.

It

took me a long time to understand and to get used
to this.

I guess you'd call it a kind of medicine

that those people used.

But those dear mothers!
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There was some kind of seed--I really don't know
how this plant grows.

It's called asafetida.

They

would take maybe a tablespoon of it, put it in a
cloth, tie a string around it, and then tie that
string around a child's neck.
hang down about midway.

I suppose it would

Oh, dear!

That was the

most terrible, the most awful smell.

There isn't

an adjective that would describe the odor that came
from that!

It was sickening at times.

Another

thing they used if they did get a cold was skunk
oil.

Of course, we knew they'd been ill the next

day when they came to school because they had the
remedy for it .

Then, another thing that they ate

many, many of, and I kind of think that helped to
keep them healthy too, was onions and garlic.

It

was very much used at home, and sometimes even in
their school lunch .

When you had 22 students in a

room and maybe half or more of them have these
different remedies, well, it gets a little--a little
bad sometimes!

But there again, you get used to it,

and it was better to have them in school than to
have them sick at home.
ANITA:

Did you ever try any of their remedies?
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SELMA:

(Laughing) No.

have to.

I sure didn't.

I didn't really

I think I got enough of them secondhand

that I didn't have to take them.
ANITA:

Were there some special observances at your school?

SELMA:

Oh, sure.

We had a Christmas program, and it

was a good program--my very first one.

I thought

that every pupil had to recite a poem.

Why you

couldn't leave anybody out!

Just think of hearing

22 poems recited and a few little dialogues.
the singing, singing.

It was wonderful!

And

I couldn't

sing, and it was hard for me to teach my little
folks, but we sang some Christmas songs, and we did
just real well.

We had a Christmas tree, too, and

we had candles on it.

Have you seen those little

candle holders that you pinch and can put on a tree?
Churches have them or did have them.
candle in there.

That's what we used.

You put a
A couple of

men sat right by that tree with a bucket of water
in case anything would happen.

You're going to

wonder, "How did we have a Christmas program at
night?" Well, that was simple.

Everybody brought

their lanterns or their kerosene lamps so we had
plenty of light for our program.

I think a few

people went to sleep during it because it did get
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long and tiresome.

But regardless, every child got

to perform and do something.
ANITA:

And you had the program in your one little room?

SELMA:

That's right and had the parents there.

We had

the double desks to sit in and maybe there was a
little table in the back of the room.
see people sitting there.
comfortable, too.

I can still

The floor was pretty

Some of them would stand, and

then they'd sit down and the others would stand.
Oh, we took care of everybody that was there.
On Valentine's Day we had a Valentine box and
we made Valentines.

Just to show you how appreciative

those people were, I made cupcakes which they'd
never seen and put red or pink icing on them.

They

didn't have sandwiches and pop to drink and all of
that.

They got a cupcake.

students to eat them.
them home.

Well, I wanted the

They saved them and took

Why--their mothers wouldn 1 t think of

letting them eat those cupcakes because they had
never seen them and that was the most wonderful
thing you could give them.
ANITA:

What did they do with them?

SELMA:

Put them up on the shelf.

out.

Of course, they dried

I know that the mothers had a hard time getting

rid of them.

31

At Christmas time, too, I remember I gave the
girls little handkerchiefs.

About twelve years ago

one of the girls that went to Rockridge came back
to Russell to a funeral.
she was a young child.

I hadn't seen her since
So, I thought I must go to

this home and see that girl.
remember me.

I knew she wouldn't

I knocked on the door of this house

and who should come to the door but Lidwina.
I said, "Hello, Lidwina.
me."

And

I don't suppose you remember

She said, "Oh, yes I do, Miss Maronde.

You

were my first grade teacher, and I have the handkerchief
you gave me for Christmas."

The reason I'm telling

you this is to show you how appreciative those people
were and you know it was fun doing things for them.
You know what it would be like today to give a
child a cupcake and nothing more.

One might tell

you, "Oh, I don't like cupcakes," but not them.
That was one of the joys of teaching in Rockridge.
There were some other observances we wouldn't
have many of then because this didn't happen often,
but you might wonder--did you have students leave
school and go to another school?

This would happen

if their parents lived on a farm and they wanted
to move to another farm.

If that happened they had
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to move by the fifteenth of March and be at the
other farm by the first of April.
have a little party for them.

So, we might

Many times we didn't

have anything to eat, but we'd have a spelling
match or a ciphering match.

Something like that.

That didn't happen often, but it could happen,
depending on the parents.

See, in those days some

of those parents moved maybe every year.

They

just couldn't get settled unless they had gotten
a farm from some of their family.

You know, naturally

they'd stay there.
ANITA:

Was there a problem with teacher turnover?

SELMA:

Well, not really, and then you might say there

was, too.

In a poor district like I was in, teachers

didn't stay there too long because the pay was so
meager.

If they would have a chance to go into

another school for $20 a month more, you know,
naturally they would go.

And then, if a teacher

were married during the year, she would have to
quit and another teacher would have to take over.
But if a teacher was in a good district where she
was getting pretty good pay and there were good
supplies and things like that, she'd stay for quite
some time.
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ANITA:

What kind of a supervisor did you have?

Was

there a principal at the school?
SELMA:

No, there was no principal, but we did have a

person to whom we could go with a problem if we had
one.

You didn't go too often because you didn't

have any way to go.

In those days we had what you

call a County Superintendent.

This happened to be

a woman when I was teaching there.

It was her job

to visit every country school in the county.

She

came one Friday afternoon right after our last
recess.

I hated it that she came at clean-up time,

but she told me she wanted to see all of the things
that go on.

In a lot of the schools she didn't see

that particular part of it.
lady.

She was a very lovely

You felt right at home and she was right at

home when she came in.
ANITA:

What evaluation system was used for the teachers?

SELMA:

There was no evaluation.

In fact, I doubt if

they even knew what the word meant in those days.
Another interesting thing about education in
those days was that the County Superintendent was
elected by the county.

Now I knew of some districts

where the school board election was quite a deal.
In Rockridge there were three members.

Of course,
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two of them were much more active than the third
one.

You know then, as now, they thought if that

third man wasn't going to be interested and try to
help improve the school they'd better try to find
another man.

So, they got out and did their bit in

getting people to that election and they got another
man.
ANITA:

Do you remember any school board members' names?

SELMA:

Oh, yes.

Yes, I can tell you all three of them.

Mike Schmidtberger was one, Joe Dreiling was one,
and William Novak was the other.
ANITA:

Are any still living?

SELMA:

No.

ANITA:

Who hired and fired the teachers?

SELMA:

The school board did.

nothing like that.
got my job.

There was no set form,

It was interesting the way I

My brother was manager of a store, and

one morning two of the school board members came
in for groceries--Mr . Dreiling and Mr. Schmidtberger.
In talking, they said to my brother, "You don't
know where we could get a good teacher?
and he said, "Well now, I sure don't."

Do you?"
One of the

men turned to me and said, "Can you teach school?"
and I said, "Well, I haven't, but I could try," not
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thinking that they'd even ask me to teach.

But, in

a day or two they came back and wanted to know if I
would come out and teach their school.

I could

legally because I had a normal training certificate.
In those days they had a normal training course in
high school that you could take.

Then you had to

take written exams and if you got a certain percentage
right, you would get a normal training certificate.
I really didn't want to do it because my goal when
I got out of high school was to be a nurse.

Teaching

was kind of remote from my mind, but I couldn't go
to

nurses'

old.

training because I wasn't eighteen years

So, I thought if they wanted to hire me, I'd

try, and that's how I got my first job .
I had my normal training certificate, but every

year you had to get college credit in order to
continue teaching on your normal training certificate.
That was the way I got all of my college work--by
going to summer school every summer for years and
years or taking classes during the week if there
were any offered.

Now, I couldn't do that when I

first started teaching because I didn't have any
way to get around to go to classes.

We also had

correspondence classes, and I took as much of that
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as I could.

When I started teaching, I was going

to teach only a year or two and then go off to
nurses'

training.

Every year there would be some

good reason why I didn't want to quit.

After several

years I decided that teaching must be my field to
work in, or I would have quit and gone to college.
Teaching just became a part of me, I guess.

Now

you're probably thinking, "Well, why didn't you quit
and go if you wanted to become a nurse?"

I taught

several years but I didn't have any money.

What I

made in the wintertime and could save wasn't much.
I got $70 a month that first year and would pay on
an average of $20-$25 for my board and room.

There

wasn't a whole lot of money left at the end of the
year and what was left I spent going to school.

So,

I taught a good many years before I could start
saving any kind of money.
ANITA:

You said that you earned $70 a month at Rockridge.

How was your salary determined?
SELMA:

Well, you know, the school board had that all

thought out before they talked to you or offered
you a job.

And I didn't, and I know not many teachers

would ask for any more because we were all so glad
to have a school that whatever they offered was
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just wonderful.

At that time, $70 to me was a

great amount of money.
ANITA:

How did you get your paychecks?

SELMA :

Usually one of the school board members brought

it to me.

At the end of the month, one of them

would be outside in the school yard, either sitting
in a lumberwagon or in a buggy, waiting for school
to be out.

See, it would have been difficult for

them to have taken it to the home where I stayed
because that was farther from the school than
where these men lived.
with my check.
ANITA:

So, they were always there

I didn't have to wait for it.

Was the schoolhouse used for community social

activities, as well as for education?
SELMA :

You know in those days, they didn't have many

social activ ities.

The church and the school were

their main things that they attended as far as
social life.

One reason is that those people just

didn't know about a lot of the social activities
that they might have.

And if they would have,

remember they had very little money.

We have to

remember, too, how they had to get from one place
to another.

Then as far as the schoolhouse, it was

so small you couldn't do very much in there at all .
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There were several of the early day schoolhouses
that were used for church services because there
weren't as many churches as close together as there
are today.

They would have a minister come to the

schoolhouse and hold church services there.
that didn't happen at Rockridge.

But

Many of our people

in that area were Catholics, and naturally, they
went into Gorham to the Catholic church there.
ANITA:

Rockridge School opened in 1908 and closed in

the early 1940 1 s.
SELMA:

Why did the school close?

Well, you know as these children grew to manhood

and womanhood, they didn't go on to high school
and college.

Many of them married and, of course,

had their own families, but didn't live in that
area.

There just were not any other children

school age coming up.

And, then too, it was sad,

but true, there was a lot of competition then
because oil play was starting and that brought
money into the area.

Those districts would have

much more money to work with, and as a result, they
built better schools.

They could pay teachers

more, and naturally, the little schools were squeezed
out, you might say.
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The building stood there for a number of years .
Just when it finally was destroyed, I don't know.
I've been told that someone started a fire on the
roof and that burned.

The rest of the building

didn't burn, but it just gradually crumbled to the
ground and, of course, had to be hauled away.

I

still think there are a few of the stone posts that
were used around that building out there on that
particular piece of land.
be a landmark.

To me, it will always

And as I've said time and time

again, some of my dearest and most cherished friends
came from that area, and I know, too, that they
were some of the most appreciative people that I
ever worked with.

ANITA:

Selma, it's been interesting to listen to your

experiences as a teacher in a one-room schoolhouse.
I appreciate the time you took in preparing for
this interview and for letting me interview you.
Thank you very much.

